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"So far as the poor agriculturists of India are con-
cerned, the dispute is merely a quibble, and often a heart-
less quibble. Four-fifths of the population of India de-
pend directly or indirectly on the produce of the soil, and
if an unduly largo share of the produce is taken by the
State, so as to leave the cultivators impoverished, it is
small comfort to> them to learn that some able and inge-
nious financiers call it a rent and not a tax. The ten
thousand cultivators of Madras, who are annually driven
from their homes and lands for being unable to pay the
State demand, will derive littl© satisfaction from the
thought that very distinguished and very honourable
gentlemen give that demand one name rather than an-
other. The millions of cultivators who are driven to the
money-lender within two months after they have reaped
their harvest, in order to meet the State demand, will de-
rive little consolation if the curious information be placed
before them that learned political economists in Europe
give a very special name to that very severe demand. And
the six millions of starving men and women and children,
who have been unable to save anything after paying the
State demand in past years, and who are crowding to relief
centres in this year of drought and failure of crops, will
fail to appreciate the kindness of able and eloquent de-
baters who are ready to prove that the demand was no tax
at all,'*
in
Famines in India received on the whole favourable com-
ments from the Press and from public men in England. The
Times for instance, without agreeing with the point of view
expressed by Romesh Dutt, said :
"The subject is one upon which it is difficult to dog-
matise	It is, however, most desirable that the

